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The moment it is realised that the problems of the
modern world centre round the individual, the importance of
imagination becomes evident. All philosophers agree that
the individual is in a special sense the province of the
imagination. Philosophers agree that imagination expresses
itself in art. Reason cannot express the individual, for the
essence of rationality is its universality and necessity, while
the individual is what he is, not on account of the features he
shares with other individuals, but on account of those which
are his unique possession. Imagination penetrates into this
uniqueness and achieves for it aesthetic universality. A
study of aesthetic universality and the function of the imag-
ination may therefore be expected to throw light on the
relation of the individual to his social milieu.
This, however, is not all. For art is also the expression
of emotions and instincts, and in fact the only expression
that mankind has till now achieved. An intellectual judg-
ment expresses little of the excitement and energy with which
our instincts are charged, but what are left unexpressed in
such judgments do not therefore cease to be. Deprived of the
light of consciousness, they are submerged in what is inaptly
called the unconscious and, from behind the scenes, influence
our conduct more than we know or care to admit. " The
history of the world at large and of any individual within it
proves that nothing but unhappiness results from an indis-
criminate or complete suppression of instinctive emotions.
On the other hand, let it lj>e freely admitted that the only
comparable unhappiness comes from the uncontrolled and
undisciplined display of these same emotions. "
The function of art is the expression of the individual.
Expression marks the passage from the unconscious to the
conscious and that is why expression is simultaneously com-
munication. In the case of the emotions of the individual,
we communicate them in expressing them, but since no emo-
tion can be communicated except through actual experience,
self-expression is, in such cases, self-socialisation. What was
originally the emotion of the artist alone becomes, through
expression and communication, the emotion of all these who
share his experience. Expressed emotions are social emotions
and, one might add, civilised emotions. To express means to